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More Safe Places for Traumatised Children 

12th Emergency Pedagogy Mission in Northern Iraq  

 
This past year saw the expansion of our long-term project in Northern Iraq in cooperation with the 
German Society for International Cooperation (GIZ). Aid workers have been trauma-pedagogically 
active in refugee camps in the autonomous region of Kurdistan since the winter of 2013/14. 
In the meantime, child protection centres and projects could be implemented in three refugee 
camps, each with three to ten children’s groups. The daily offerings are lead by twenty-five local 
pedagogues—most of them are themselves refuges and live in the camps. After four missions in 
2016, a team from emergency pedagogy is once again traveling to the region of Dohuk from 
January 20th to February 3rd for their first mission in 2017. 
 
During this mission the local employees, who have been continuously trained since 2015, will be 
further educated. This time workshops in art, music and movement will take place. In addition, 
advising for parents and continuing education courses for teachers in the camps as well as seminars 
for future teachers at the University of Dohuk will once again be offered. In lectures and trainings, 
the psychological and physical aspects of children’s health will be discussed in addition to a 
theoretical and practical introduction to trauma pedagogy.  
 
The situation in nearby Mosul will also be a topic at this and coming missions. There are now over 
100,000 people fleeing from this heavily contested and destroyed city and surrounding villages. 
Altogether between 700,000 and 1 million refuges are expected. Through on-going observation and 
evaluation of this situation, the emergency pedagogy team strives to be able to provide effective aid 
for affected children, schools, and other institutions. Together with representatives from the 
Ministry of Education and other aid organisations, who are active in the education sector, planning is 
underway for the rebuilding of schools and the educational system after the expulsion of ISIS. Special 
attention is being paid to the psychological aspects. This is especially important because many 
children and adolescents have experienced imprisonment, torture, and forced recruitment. 
 
This topic also plays a roll during the training of the local teamers. The seminars are designed such 
that the employees can themselves become “emergency pedagogically” active during an emergency 
mission in the “Mosul camps”. 
Building on the previous work, the existing projects will be further expanded so that emergency and 
trauma pedagogical offerings can reach even more affected children and communities. In addition, 
through the continuous networking and cooperation with institutions and pedagogical on site, local 
knowledges is made accessible for aid workers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  

www.freunde-waldorf.de 

 
Account for Donations 
GLS Bank Bochum BLZ 430 609 67 Account 800 800 700  
IBAN DE06 4306 0967 0800 8007 00  
BIC GENODEM1GLS Keyword "Notfallpädagogik" 
 
Press Contact: 
Reta Lüscher-Rieger 
Press and Public Relations for Emergency Pedagogy 
Tel.: 0721-354806 140 
Fax: 0721-354806 180 
E-Mail: r.luescher-rieger@freunde-waldorf.de 
Website: www.freunde-waldorf.de 
 
The Friends of Waldorf Education are worldwide sponsors of a free education system. Since 1971 they have 
advocated for Waldorf education and the freedom of education systems. Since 1993 the office in Karlsruhe has 
organized and supervised international volunteer services worldwide and has to date made it possible for over 
7,000 people to complete a social service in over 350 projects in more than 60 countries. Now around 600 young 
people annually take part in the programme. Since the summer of 2011 it has also been possible to complete a 
12-month civil service in anthroposophic institutions in Germany through the association. 
 
Since 2006 the Friends of Waldorf Education have been active in the area of emergency pedagogy. Following 
the outbreak of a war or a natural disaster, they worked with psychologically traumatized children and 
adolescents in Lebanon (2006), China (2008 and 2013); Indonesia (2009), Haiti (2010), Kyrgyzstan (2010), Japan 
(2011), and Kenya (2012-2013), Bosnia and Herzegovina (2014), Greece (2015), Slovenia (2015), Nepal (2015-
2016), Ecuador (2016), Gaza (2009-2016) the Philippines (2013-2016), Germany (2014-2016), Paris (2016), 
Brussels (2016), Haiti (2016),  and Kurdistan-Iraq (since 2013). 
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